Unsuspected difficult intubation caused by a laryngeal web.
We report a case of unsuspected difficult intubation in an adult caused by laryngeal web formation in the anterior commissure of the larynx. After induction of anaesthesia, most parts of the posterior commissure of the vocal cords were seen clearly at laryngoscopy, but a 7.5-mm internal diameter (id) tracheal tube could not be advanced below the level of the vocal cords because of resistance. Intubation was re-attempted several times after oxygenation by mask with trials of smaller tubes. Finally, a 5.0-mm id cuffed tube was passed successfully through the vocal cords, and secured in place. Because of the unexpected difficulties in intubation, an otolaryngologist was consulted to examine the larynx with a microscope. A web of 0.5 cm in the anterior commissures was found which caused subglottic stenosis.